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May 2.7. 2002

Houorablc Mi~eI K. ~ 0Iairm8n
COtDIDi.~ioner KBrbleo Q. Abemalhy
CoDnnissianer Micbacl J. Copps
Commiac;cmer :Kevin J. Martin
Tho F edera1 CommuniCations Conuuisiion
44S - 12* Street. SW
Wasbinltollt D.C. 20554

De&!' Cbainnan Powell. Ladies aDd Gentlemen;

Ai ChaiIman of the Crow Tribe of Indians fro1n the State ofMontaDa, I am
writing EO reatfum the Crow Tribe's dctertnilJatj,on to have Westml W~ess develop a
wiKless IelephOQC SYstcnJ to provide resi~1S of the Crow Reservation with affordable
telephone serv1Ce$. That is why the Crow Tribe ~1u~~f:Ial1y supportS Western
Wireless. The Crow Tribe f\1Iiy suppons the W~m WiJe1es5 August 2000 Petition
see.ldng dcsipation as au clisible ~OIlUDUllieat1ons carri~ ~Cj for the Crow
Rcserwtion. ~ CnJw Tribe respectfiJUy ~Ue&rs the FCC to immediately co~~ce
n~iui its jurisdiction in this matter. As a domestic sovereign nation, we have
inbc:rent powers to entBr into a consensual. commcrclal ~tion$biJ' with W ~
'Wireless, ftee ftODa1merference by regul-'ion from MontatJa's Public Service
CommiSliou, (Montana PSC). We 1"apOCd\1I1y remind 1be Co~on of the federal
trust relalionship and the ensuring responsibilitics to deal directly with the Tn"'bc.

Crow tribal SO~\Y is preempted only DY ~ fcderal govemmont and never
by the Srate ofM~~I\.2. The Crow Tribe Public Utility COQUDil8iOD aQd the Crow
Tribal Council are fully p~d sod legally =-}N""~ to do what is I'~cessary to
estab1i5h a loca1100p wireless SyStem for our ~ervation iyJtcm and we wmt Western
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R~lly submitted.
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